Information Meeting – September 08, 2009
Date:  September 08, 2009

Time: 15:45hrs to 17:00hrs.

Place: Suite 300, 639 -5th  Ave. SW

           Calgary, Alberta.

Attendance:  

1- David Messer (Senior Governmental Officer, North Asia – Alberta International    

Relations)

2- Taketo Emoto (Deputy Director for International Affairs Division Office of the

Governor – Sapporo, Japan)

3- Tetsuya Urata (Hokkaido Chief Coordinator – Sapporo, Japan)
4- Shoko Sugai ( International Relations Division, Hokkaido Government – Sapporo, Japan)

5- Harold Pereverseff (President, Alberta/Japan Twinned Municipalities Association (A/JTMA) - Lethbridge, Alberta)

6- Cheryl Pereverseff (Member, Lethbridge Twinning Society – Lethbridge, Alberta)

7- Michael Bennett (Director, Lethbridge Twinning Society – Calgary, Alberta)

8- Carol Kensley (Director, Lethbridge Twinning Society – Lethbridge, Alberta)

David made formal introductions.  The Japanese delegation presented beautiful gifts including some Hokkaido picture booklets, DVD’s with pictures of Hokkaido along

with music and some very delicious confectionary items. Harold presented a CD of Makoto Sakurada to Taketo.  Carol presented some Lethbridge Twinning Society pins to

the Japanese delegation.
David said the meeting was informal and stated that the Japanese delegation had been visiting Canada and Alberta in particular.  They were obtaining impressions and will be going home to formulate plans for next year,  the 30th anniversary celebration of Hokkaido/Alberta relations.  He had invited us so that we could meet with the delegation,
explain our role as a twinning organization and perhaps to offer some suggestions for the

30th year anniversary celebration.

We were advised that Josephine Choi is no longer the Executive Director of the North

Asia, Alberta International Relations and that Nancy Wu has now assumed this role. 

Josephine remains in the department.
Tetsuya noted in the Lethbridge Twinning Society information that Carol had given to him that we have a twin city in Russia. He explained that he has responsibility for Russia/Hokkaida relations.  Harold asked him if he spoke Russian?   Tetsuya responded in Russian, that he did. This sparked an animated conversation in Russian between Harold and Tetsuya!

· Taketo stated that there will be a Hokkaido Twin City Relations conference this  

     October, however there will be no invitation for Alberta attendance this year. The         

     Conference will be specifically to plan for the 2010 – 30th year anniversary 
     celebration.

· Harold stated that the A/ kindly requests as much lead time as possible regarding the future conference dates and locations.  He explained that this would assist in travel and accommodation plans being much easier and often less expensive rather than last minute planning. This was acknowledged.

· Carol shared her experience in attending the conference in Hokkaido in 2006.she stated that the Alberta Government had provided some grant funding to municipalities in respect to the 25th year anniversary celebrations.  This assisted in allowing three members of the Lethbridge Twinning Society on visiting the twin city of Towada City and then proceeding to the conference in Hokkaido.  She stated that the Towada City twinning relation Chairman, Dr. Kawamura, attended the Hokkaido along with the Lethbridge delegation.

· Taketo shared that presently, Hokkaido recognizes nine twin relations:

1- Rocky Mountain House - Kamikawa

2- Stony Plain – Shikaoi

3- Camrose – Kamifurano

4- Lacombe – Rikubetsu

5- Canmore – Higashikawa

6- Stettler – Okoppe

7- Wetaskiwin – Ashoro

8- Barrhead – Kitami

9- Whitecourt – Kamiyuubetsu (Yuubetsu since October 05, 2009)

· Discussion took place regarding the role of the A/JTMA.  Harold related that he recently returned for an international conference in Belfast, Northern Ireland  (Sister Cities International) where he had the opportunity of meeting with four delegates from the Japanese Government.  

1- Mr. Shinya Abe - Assistant Director Representative Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communication - Japan Local Government Center, (Clair, New York)
 

2- Noboru Fujishima - Director Japan Local Government Centre - London, United Kingdom
 

3- Irmelind Kirchner - Research & Policy Manager - Japan Local Government Centre - London, United Kingdom
 

4- Hiroshi Sasaki - Executive Director - Japan Local Government Centre - Clair, New York
The issue of amalgamation of Japanese cities and towns in some cases has held in abeyance or even suspended twinning relations in some instances.  Harold stated that

as a follow-up to the Belfast conference, attempts are being made to re-establish lost
connections.  Harold stressed that the A/JTMA is involved in twinning relations among all Alberta/Japan and not only the Alberta/Hokkaido relations.  He stated that this is

important as we do want to be inclusive rather than exclusive.  He stated that last year when Canada celebrated our 80th year of diplomatic relations with Japan, it was the Alberta Government who, in recognition of the occasion, unveiled the Japanese friendship garden at the foot of the Alberta Legislative Building.  Therein is planted eighteen cherry bushes representing twinning relations between municipalities throughout Alberta who have twinned with cities and towns in Japan.   

Harold stated that this spring, Makoto Sakurada, a musician, came to Lethbridge as part of a friendship exchange. Makoto performed in various venues, however due to time

restraints his engagements were limited to Lethbridge, Airdrie, Banff and Calgary.

Carol explained that the unique attribute of Makota is that he personally experienced Canadian friendship when he was hosted in Victoria, BC some 20 years ago.  It was at that time that he learned English, today much of his music is in English making him a
very desirable artist to tour in the English speaking areas of the world.

-   Perhaps, Makoto might be considered to be selected to represent part of the   

    30th year anniversary celebrations?
-    Art exhibits and hosting exhibits from Japan was discussed. Michael informed of  

      some contacts he has with art galleries and museums.  David stated that he has  

      contact with the Alberta Art Gallery in Edmonton.  Point to consider.

-   A mural depicting the celebration of the twinning anniversary was discussed, Harold

    explained that he recently saw some amazing murals that were painted in Brooks.  
    David stated that there is also a mural in Stony Plain depicting the Alberta/Japan 
     twinning.

-   A suggestion of cultural exhibits that could travel around to the various twinned 
     municipalities was discussed.  Taketo said that he is sure that there would be 
     artist/musicians in Hokkaido who could participate in this.

-   David was asked what the Government of Alberta had planned in reciprocation in 
    Japan to celebrate the anniversary?  David stated that he believed a higher level  

    government delegation visit is being considered and they are still working with other 
    ideas.

-    David advised that they had an earlier meeting with Laurel Corbiere, Director of the 

     International Centre for Students Office of the Provost and Vice President (Academic)

     University of Lethbridge.  The relationship between the University of Lethbridge and 

     the University in Hokkaido may result in some formal anniversary celebration as well.
David thanked everyone for their participation in the successful meeting.  Harold promised to relate any additional ideas for the anniversary celebration to the Japanese delegation by e-mail.
The meeting concluded at 17:00hrs.

